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Post retirement, Barbara remains committed
to providing support and care to those who
need it most and gives her time and energy to
a range of organizations nurturing a healthy,
welcoming community. She is a member of
the San Luis Obispo NAACP, for which she
has served as secretary, and is also a mem-
ber of the SLO County Diversity Coalition.

Barbara served as a Long-Term Care Om-
budsman in San Luis Obispo County for eight
years, assisting residents of long-term care fa-
cilities and their families to resolve problems
related to the health, safety, welfare, and
rights of those in Long Term Care facilities.
She is now the chair of the San Luis Obispo
County Behavioral Health Board that evalu-
ates the community’s behavioral health needs,
services, and facilities and advises the Board
of Supervisors and the Behavioral Health Ad-
ministrator.

As a volunteer, Barbara serves organiza-
tions that encourage growth and opportunity.
For the San Luis Obispo Community Founda-
tion, she reviews scholarship applications and
even created an endowment in the name of
her brother, John Renner, supporting students
who identify at LGBTQ+. Barbara is also a
member of the Central Coast Circle of Friend-
ship Bridge which provides microfinance, edu-
cation, and health services to build opportuni-
ties. In alignment with United Nations Millen-
nium Development goals, the Central Coast
Circle empowers Guatemalan women to build
a better future. Lastly, Barbara is an avid
reader and South County book club member,
who volunteers with the Arroyo Grande Li-
brary, organizing donated books for the annual
book sale.

| am honored to recognize Barbara, one of
our community’s “quiet heroes,” for her com-
mitment to improving the lives of so many. |
ask all Members to join me today in honoring
an exceptional woman of California’'s 24th
Congressional District, Barbara Levenson, for
her incredible service to her community.

———

CELEBRATING THE 57TH
ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2022

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing Head
Start, a crucial program that celebrated its
57th anniversary this year.

Since 1965, Head Start has promoted
school readiness for children in economically
disadvantaged families by offering educational,
nutritional, health, and social services. Head
Start has served more than 39 million children
and their families in urban and rural areas in
all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico and the U.S. territories, including Amer-
ican Indian, Alaska Native, migrant and sea-
sonal communities.

Head Start works with and for the commu-
nities they serve to improve the lives of chil-
dren from birth. Growing from an eight-week
demonstration project, Head Start now in-
cludes full-day and year-round services, which
more than one million children and their fami-
lies benefit from each year. A key tenet of the
program is that it be culturally responsive to
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the communities it serves, and that the com-
munities have an investment in its success.
The early education services and essential
support offered by Head Start provides chil-
dren the tools they need for future success. |
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Head Start and its staff for their invaluable
contributions over the past 57 years to build-
ing opportunities so that every child can thrive.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
FRANK SMITH

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2022

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate and honor the service
of a great Nebraskan, Mr. Frank Smith who
recently celebrated his 100th birthday. Mr.
Smith (no relation) was recently recognized by
the Gage County Board of Supervisors for his
service to Nebraskans and our country. | am
honored to have the opportunity to join my fel-
low Nebraskans in thanking Mr. Smith for his
service.

On May 5th, he turned 100. A member of
the Greatest Generation, he was born in
Omaha and raised in Beatrice. He studied ag-
riculture at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
and he enlisted in the Army on June 10, 1942.
He served during World War 1l and was
awarded the World War Il campaign medal
with three Bronze Stars and the Good Con-
duct medal. He was honorably discharged as
a corporal. Corporal Frank Smith, USA, Re-
tired, enlisted because he loves our great
country, and his volunteerism has continued in
the years following his military service.

Upon returning from tours in Africa and Italy
with a heavy weapons company, he went on
to work in farming, then as a prison chaplain.
When asked about his patriotic dedication, he
said, “My government’s important to me, al-
though it's not always so good as it should be,
but it's mine.”

At 100 years old, he continues to volunteer
with Blue Rivers Area Agency on Aging, deliv-
ering meals to fellow senior citizens every day.
To put it simply, his life story is extraordinary.
It would be easy for someone who has done
and given as much as Frank to sit back and
relax, but he continues serving others.

| thank Mr. Smith for all his service and sac-
rifice.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MINNESOTA HU-
MANITIES CENTER

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2022

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the Minnesota Human-
ities Center as they celebrate their 50th anni-
versary of “sparking change” in our commu-
nities using the power of the humanities to ex-
plore, interpret, and engage. The Minnesota
Humanities Center (MHC) is a collaborative
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non-profit working with individuals, organiza-
tions and communities to bring humanities
programming to all Minnesotans, and is rooted
in the belief that the humanities have the
power to connect, bridge differences, interpret
the complexities of the world and positively
shape our future.

Founded by the National Endowment for the
Humanities in 1971, MHC was one of the very
first humanities councils in the nation. In their
first few decades they focused on a range of
education initiatives that explored Minnesota’s
people and their history, and used televised or
in-person programs to enhance the way that
educators taught about these subjects in their
classrooms. As MHC continued to grow they
expanded by creating traveling exhibits and
public events, bringing in international speak-
ers and publishing books. Their burgeoning
programming in the 1990s eventually led to
the opening of their full-service event center in
the former wing of Gillette Children’s Hospital
in Saint Paul in 1996. This center on the east
side of Saint Paul is still the home of the Min-
nesota Humanities Center today, and houses
a full-service meeting and event center, 15 ad-
ministrative offices and 15 overnight guest
rooms.

As MHC moved into the 21st century, their
programming continued to expand and shift to
serve the needs of Minnesotans. They began
to focus on providing culturally responsive and
linguistically relevant literacy initiatives in
White and Green Hmong, Somali, Dakota and
Ojibwe, and they broadened partnerships with
school districts while engaging new audiences
in a deeper understanding of history, culture
and identity. One example of this program-
ming is a documentary they co-produced with
Twin Cities Public Television called “Iron
Range: Minnesota Building America” that
highlights the history and future of the Iron
Range in northern Minnesota and won an
Emmy Award for Best Cultural Documentary in
2009. Another example of their important work
is their Veteran’s Voices program which began
in 2013 and honors Minnesota Veterans by
celebrating their written and spoken stories
about their experiences serving their country.

Grant-making is also central to the work of
MHC. For 50 years they have worked hard to
champion the work of individuals, nonprofits,
schools and other collectives across Min-
nesota through their own competitive grants
and by administering grant funds appropriated
by the Minnesota Legislature. In the last year,
MHC distributed over $4.7 million through 180
grants across Minnesota, and through the
CARES Act were awarded an additional
$538,500 to support COVID-19 relief efforts. |
was proud to vote in favor of those funds, and
| continue to support funding for the National
Endowment for the Humanities through my
role as Vice-Chair of the Interior-Environment
Appropriations Subcommittee.

Led today by CEO Kevin Lindsey, MHC
continues to be a beacon for learning and
positive change in Minnesota, seeking to fulfill
their vision of a just society that is connected,
curious, and compassionate as they look to
their next 50 years of service to the commu-
nity. Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the Minnesota Humanities Center and
their excellent humanities programming as
they celebrate their 50th anniversary.
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